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advanced guard was at Birkah al-Haj, which put the military
in Cairo into a state of great consternation. They closed the
Bab al-Futuh and Bab al-Nasr, and the Bab al-Sha:riyyeh,
also the Bab al-Bahr and the Bab al-Kantarah, and other
gates of the town. The markets in Cairo were closed, the mills
were stopped, and bread and flour became scarce.

As soon as the Sultan had confirmation of the reports that
Ibn 'Othman's army had arrived at Birkah al-IIaj, he sounded
the alarm in camp. All the troops and chief Amirs and the
Amirs of Tablkhanah and of Tens, and Kasim Bey Ibn 'Othman
mounted. The total of the assembled forces, including the
Eoyal Memlooks and Arabs, amounted to some 20,000 horse-
men, with about thirty standards. The drums and fifes
sounded to battle, and the Sultan Tuman Bai rode round,
personally posted the Amirs according to their ranks, and drew
up his forces from Jebel Ahmer to the fields of Matariyyeh.
An immense force was assembled, and the Sultan displayed a
lofty courage (?). Had the Sultan al-Ghuri been alive he would
not have done a fraction of what Sultan Tuman Bai did. But
Allah did not grant him the victory over Ibn 'Othman. No
battle took place that day between the opposing forces,
neither of them went out to meet the adversary. On that day
a few Turks' heads were cut off and sent to be suspended on
the gates of the city.

On Thursday, the 29th, a tremendous engagement took place,
the mere mention of which is enough to strike terror into the
hearts of men and its horrors to unhinge their reason.

To sum up, it may be said that the Sultan Tuman Bai,
after encamping at Raidaniyyeh, fortified it with cannons
and guns, arranged a line of shields and wooden defences for
them, and dug a trench from Jebel Ahmer to the Matariyyeh
fields. In rear of the guns he placed about a thousand camel
loads of sacks of forage, and on the pack-saddles he fastened
white and red banners, which fluttered in the breeze. He also
collected a number of oxen to draw the vehicles. He expected
a long battle between himself and Ibn 'Othman, or even a long